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MAIN THEME

"The Three Laws of Robotics: 1. A robot may not injure a
human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to
come to harm. 2. A robot must obey the orders given it by
human beings except where such orders would conflict with
the First Law. 3. A robot must protect its own existence as
long as such protection does not conflict with the First or
Second Law."

— Isaac Asimov (1942)

 "Any sufficiently advanced technology is indistinguishable
from magic."

— Arthur C. Clarke (1968) 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Monday 26 October
SESSION 1: OPPORTUNITY
The Augmented Curator 

Can AI open opportunities for curators?
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This first theme will revolve on the following key words:

Monitor, Understand, Assess, and Predict. Through them,

we want to explore how AI can enhance our own

understanding of our collections, as museum professionals.

As such, AI tools can facilitate our work behind the scene,

making us more efficient, enabling for better informed and

faster decision-making, offering new perspectives and ways

to consider curatorial issues. This session will explore how

AI is reshaping daily preservation work in areas specific to

House Museums.
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Monday 26 October
SESSION 2: ETHICS
Let’s talk about the fear of AI 

Setting new norms and challenges for our
house museums
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Setting new norms and challenges for our house museums

 

Our second session will be inspired by the following

keywords: Governance, Ownership, Cost, and Training. 

It is the theme that most calls  to adopt a critical stance, or

rather, an enthusiastic yet cautious view on Artificial

Intelligence. Implementing AI is not just a technical choice:

it is a political and strategic one. As such, it raises questions.

Should we implement new norms and regulations for our

museums? What are the risks and limits we should keep in

mind when adapting our processes to include new

technologies? 



 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

  

 



Tuesday 27 October
SESSION 3: EXPERIENCE
Reinventing our Houses

Enabling the audience to relate to house
museums in ways never seen before
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SESSION 3: EXPERIENCE
Reinventing our Houses

Enabling the audience to relate to house museums in
ways never seen before

 

Our second conference day will be inspired by the

keywords: Immersion, Accessibility, and New Narratives.

Through this approach, we want to explore the

opportunities that AI can offer the audience. 

Can new technologies enable a visitor to relate to house

museums in ways never seen before? Is AI becoming

essential to grab our audiences’ attention, to engage

younger visitors? Can these tools offer better, more

immersive or tailor-made interpretive contents, while

allowing us to escape the physical constraints that many

historic houses face (narrow spaces, fragile interiors, fixed

arrangements…)?



 

 



 

  



 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

  



 

 



 

 

 

  

 



Tuesday 27 October
ROUNDTABLE

AI Creators

Moderated discussion with experts from the field

 

Expanding on discussions from the third session, the Roundtable
will invite experts from the AI field to present solutions that change
paradigms in terms of visitor experience. This roundtable will
feature practical examples, innovative solutions, good practices,
and advice while asking leading experts to tackle the main issues
related to bringing AI into our historic houses.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES



Sunday 25 October: Pre-conference Tours: Estate of Trianon
(Onsite only)

Pre-conference Tours: Estate of Trianon

Before the official start of the conference, we welcome participants to discover
the Estate of Trianon for self-guided as well as exclusive guided tours, lead by
curators and specialists of Versailles:

· "Marie Antoinette" by Sofia Coppola, self-guided tour of the
exhibition in the Petit Trianon

 

In September 2026, the Château de Versailles will
celebrate the twentieth anniversary of Sofia
Coppola’s film Marie Antoinette through an
exhibition presented at the Petit Trianon, a place
intimately linked to the queen and the setting for
numerous scenes of the film. Now a cult classic,
Marie Antoinette profoundly renewed the image of
the last queen, helping to shape a cultural icon
blending history, modernity, and pop imagination.
Awarded the Academy Award for Best Costume
Design in 2007, Sofia Coppola’s distinctive
aesthetic — combining historical rigour,
contemporary boldness and pastel refinement —
gave rise to a true “Marie Antoinette style”, whose
influence is still felt in fashion, design, and
photography.
Deployed at the heart of the Trianon estate, the
exhibition will invite visitors behind the scenes of
this cinematic creation: original costumes by
Milena Canonero, filming accessories, storyboards,
annotated scripts, set photographs and set design
sketches. Screenings will allow visitors to revisit
sequences filmed in the very rooms where they
were shot, offering a unique immersive experience
in which the historic space and its cinematic
reinterpretation resonate with one another.



 

· The Queen’s Theatre

A great lover of the dramatic arts, Marie-Antoinette eventually grew tired of the temporary stages
knocked together for performances in the gallery of the Grand Trianon and the orangery of the
Petit Trianon. Once she had decided to commission her personal architect Richard Mique to build
her a real theatre, work was completed in spring 1780, and the official inauguration was on 1
June.

Cleverly tucked away amidst the foliage of the gardens, the entrance to the theatre is a discreet
portico in the classical style. The theatre itself was large enough to seat two hundred and fifty
spectators, in a décor dominated by blue, white, and gold. The sculpted decorations were created
using the quick (and cheap) technique of papier mâché, in which the craftsmen of the Menus
Plaisirs were acknowledged experts. The various shades of gold blend harmoniously with the false
marble panelling dominated by violet tones. The ceiling, painted by Lagrenée: Jean-Jacques
Lagrenée (1739-1821), known as Lagrenée the Younger, French painter, etcher and engraver. You
can see a copy of his design for the ceiling in the collections database, was completed just a few
days before the inauguration of the theatre and depicted Apollo surrounded by the Graces and
Muses. The original was replaced by a copy in the 19th century. The vast stage (eight layers, two
floors below stage level and two in the rafters), was expertly fitted out by mechanical specialist
Pierre Boullet, successor to Blaise-Henri Arnoult, who designed the machinery of the Royal Opera
House. The orchestra pit has room for around twenty musicians.



Monday 26 October: Expert Tours: Palace of Versailles
(Onsite only)

At the end of the afternoon, our guests will be able to attend one of four tours of
the Palace, under the guidance of curators of the Palace of Versailles. All tours
are linked with AI projects implemented in Versailles or with our most recent
activities: 

Adjacent to his official apartments, Louis XIV had a suite of rooms
overlooking the Cour de Marbre and the Cour Royale fitted out for
his personal use. There he displayed his collections of works of art
and his paintings. Louis XV carried out numerous alterations there
and extended his quarters to the upper floors, which he modified
on many occasions, creating salons, studies, dining rooms,
libraries, scientific galleries, laboratories… This entire complex
allowed the sovereign to enjoy a degree of privacy. Louis XVI, in
turn, used the premises, adapting them to his own personal needs.

The Royal Opera is one of the greatest works by the architect
Ange-Jacques Gabriel. Inaugurated in 1770 during the reign of
Louis XV, it was at the time the largest concert hall in Europe, and
was also a great technical achievement and an impressive feat of
decorative refinement. A theatre for monarchic and then
republican life, it has hosted celebrations, shows, and
parliamentary debates.

Les appartements de Louis XV et Louis XVI

Opera Royal 



Tuesday 27 October: Concert in the chapel and gala dinner

At the end of the day, our guests will be invited to a concert in the
château’s chapel, performed by the Versailles Conservatoire, followed
by the DEMHIST gala dinner at the Azuli restaurant. 

In collaboration with the Versailles Conservatoire, the Palace of
Versailles invites DEMHIST members to a musical event in the
palace chapel. Completed at the end of Louis XIV’s reign in 1710,
it is a masterpiece of Baroque architecture. Following this musical
interlude, a dinner will be served at the Azuli restaurant for all
conference participants. 



Wednesday 28 October: Workshops

After two days of conferences, we invite you to smaller-group
sessions where you will be able to learn good practices or to test
some AI tools used in Versailles. Participants will be able to attend
two out of four workshops:

·EPICO programme & Preventive Conservation with AI (Danilo
Forleo, Head of Preventive Conservation – Palace of Versailles) -
Onsite

·Data security (Olivier Suty, Head of IT Department – Palace of
Versailles) - Session in French - Onsite

·AI tools for Visitors (Paul Chaine, Deputy Director of
Communications – Palace of Versailles) - Onsite

·How to design prompts for ChatGPT (Caroline Gaillard, Head of
Visitor Studies & Mathilde Gentili, Intern – Palace of Versailles) -
Onsite

·How to design prompts for ChatGPT (Monica Gaitan Chinchilla,
Relationship Marketing Project Manager – Palace of Versailles) -
Online

 



Thursday 29 October: Off site Tours (Onsite only – optional
activity, additional fees apply)

On this final day, we are offering an optional tour of various
historic houses in the Yvelines. Spanning from the 18th to the
early 20th century, we will introduce you to the riches of France’s
heritage beyond the Palace of Versailles. 
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